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trading community, attacked at its most sensitive point, was ap-
palled and, because it was appalled, furious. So were the good
people of the Thames-side towns who found tarred and feathered
officers dumped by piratical crews on their waterfronts. This was
plainly the prelude to the orgy of massacre, rape and arson which
the anti-Jacobin cartoonists had taught them to fear. When the
Government retaliated against the blockade by removing the buoys
and beacons at the mouth of the Thames, there was not a dissentient
voice from a seafaring people.

As the rest of the nation became more unanimous, the seamen
became less so. The mutiny was popular so long as it remained a
holiday demonstration with plenty of triumphal processions ashore,
patriotic songs and brass bands and an unwonted freedom for airing
grievances and slighting tyrannical officers. It became another
thing altogether when it meant being cooped in idle ships, denied
the liberty of the shore and its taverns and kept to short commons.
But what really sapped the spirit of mutiny was the realisation that
the nation, which however sparing it might be in other things had
always lavished unstinted praise on its sailors, now regarded them
as traitors and French dupes. Even their brethren of Spithead and
Plymouth, now returned to their allegiance, wrote to the men of
the Nore expressing horror at their proceedings. This imputation
was more than the sailors could bear. The sense of community and
playing for one's side so strong in Englishmen kept them a little
while longer loyal to the mutiny, but they became moody, suspicious
of one another and openly critical of their leaders. " Dam my
eyes," wrote one of them in desperation to a silent, unrelenting
Admiralty, " if I understand your lingo or long Proclamations but
in short give us our Due at Once and no more at it, till we go in
search of the Rascals the Eneymes of our Country."l In such a
mood their attempts to celebrate Oakapple Day and the King's
Birthday on June 5th,2 which struck their compatriots as an imper-
tinence, assumed a pathetic significance.

On June 6th the Government formally declared the mutineers
rebels, though still extending its offer of pardon to all who should
submit except the ringleaders. About the same time it became
known in the Fleet that Parker had been keeping back the terms of

1 Manwaring and Dobrte, 201.

8 It actually fell on the 4th, a Sunday.
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